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Willard Celebrates 100 Years

Settlers’ Park buildings designed with pioneers in mind
by Dean Lesar
Bill Snedic has spent many an
hour in the last few years designing
and building the various structures
in the Willard Settlers’ Park to honor
the pioneers who ﬁrst axed farms
out of the locale’s virgin forests.
But his time has been nothing, he
said, compared to the lifetimes those
settlers spent to shape what is now
the Willard countryside.
On four acres of land on the
north edge of the small village of
Willard along County Trunk G,
Settlers’ Park was built to honor the
work and the spirit of the men and
women who moved from Austria
and Yugoslavia to settle the area that
would later be named after the son
of a railroad baron whose line had
a depot there. Snedic’s grandparents
were among those settlers, and his
father and mother were there for
most of the community’s ﬁrst 100
years. In fact, Snedic’s mother, Ann
(nee Trunkel), who lives now at the
Clark County Health Care Center,
near Owen, was the ﬁrst Slovenian
child born at the Willard settlement,
according to a historical account of
Willard published by the Slovenska
Druzba in 1982.
A carpenter by trade, Snedic was
the right man at the right place at
the right time in 2003 when work
began in earnest on the Settlers’ Park Bill Snedic stands near the kozolec he designed and built with volunteer help for the Willard Settlersʼ Park. The structure was
building. Although Snedic was not used by Slovenian farmers in the old country for drying hay.
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